
National Hispanic Policy Institute, Inc.

Senator 1Jfz:ain Gonvale%, Jr., NY.

""'"'="

June 30, 2004
..'

Michael Ie. PoweU
Fcdtaal CommunicatiOIl5 Commis:lion
445 12· Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

ME Docket No. ()4·207

Dear Chairman Powell:

As Chaionan of the National Hispanic Policy Instirur.e, I am concerned. with the "a 1a cute" cable
prnpnAAl currently un~ debate in Con&ress. Its implementation will result in higher prices and
ultimately the demise ofethnic, foreign-language and specialty channels that are vita110 our
cable system and to the Amenc", public.

Most basic cable networks rely on advertising fur a significau1 portion of their revenue. Without
it,. they DlUit eely 0 lic.CIlSi.ns agrcemeou &6:heir 003C for profit, Tho 00Gt:l ofliocn:oiDg
agreements "'" generally passed onto con==.

Under the lea la carte" system," consumerfi; would be able to choose aDd pay for only the channels
they watch. This idea initially sound good. However, channels that have more ~ecialized

audiences will experience a decline in viewers. A decline in viewer.s moans less money foem
adve:rtising, decreased diversity and qu.ality ofprogramming, and.higher costs pas.ed onto
consumers.

FOX" to Ions, African - Anlmcans, Hi~pan.lc!iland other minorities did not havepro~that
reflected 'their cultures and life experiences available. The explosion ofcable prograxxuniog over
the past 20 yoan has provided numerous channels that reflect the diversity and experiences of all
Americans. The "a 1a carte" system would destroy all progress we bave made in cable
prograou:ning to date.

Flltlher, these groups will be further marginalized due to the inevitOble increase in overall
S)'Stcm3 costs, 'Which would require aU eonsumen to have. addressable converters to access lOa ]a

carte" programming, Fewer than halfofU.S. 'cable households toda.y subscnoc to services
requirin~ such converters.. Th~ for the ten ofmiUions ofcustomers who rely on "cabll>ready"
t:::levisioo sets. there could potentially be a 30% increase in the cost of the oqwpmcnt alone in
addition to the added co.ts from the chancel fees.
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Tell Congress that you do not support the "a la carte" system. Ensure the future of our diverse
cable programming line-up.

Cc: Commissioner Karen Q. Abernathy
CommiS3ioncr Michael J. Copps
CQmmissioner Kevin J. Martin
CDmmissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein


